Dear friends,
He is risen! I hope your heart is rejoicing in the reality of Christ's resurrection today. What a delight it was to celebrate
Easter IN PERSON with my family and church community this year!

Yours truly teaching a class at the Children's Ministries Institute last week
Teaching classes at the Children's Ministries Institute in Missouri last week was also a delight. To be honest, I found
this class a bit intimidating on the first day. The 14 students representing 10 different states were all older than me and
4 of them are current or future state directors with CEF. But the intimidation was gone within just a few minutes of
interacting with these kind, funny, teachable individuals! They were open and receptive, asking good questions and
freely sharing their own experiences. We had so much fun together - both inside and outside the classroom - and I
think they taught me even more than I taught them!

Leading the verse song at the
Johnson Good News Club Easter
party on Saturday
I drove home from Missouri on
Friday afternoon and spent
Saturday afternoon in Racine
helping out with the Johnson Good
News Club Easter party. The Racine
schools just re-opened for in-person
instruction after an entire year of
meeting virtually, so this Good News
Club has been meeting on Zoom.
But they were able to hold their
Easter party face-to-face at their
partnering church. The team put so
much work and love into this party,

planning fun games and activities for the children, purchasing gifts for them, and planning a meal to share with the
kids and their parents. Over dinner, I enjoyed talking with Hadden, who has been part of the Good News Club for 6
years (Kindgarden through 5th grade) and is sad that he won't be able to come back next year as he moves to a
middle school across town. The parents I got to meet also expressed appreciation for the Good News Club and the
force for good it has been in their school and in the lives of their children. They are all hoping and praying that the club
can meet in-person at the school again next fall!

Cassandra, one of the students at the Johnson GNC,
reading a verse
My own Good News Club team held our Easter party on
Tuesday afternoon at our partnering church. We were
joined by 18 students, 7 of whom don't attend our virtual
club. We had so much fun together hunting for eggs,
playing games, singing songs, and learning about
Jesus' resurrection! But the best moment of the day
came when 6-year-old Jack met with me in the hallway
for counseling. Since receiving a Bible at the Valentine's
Day party last month, he has responded to the invitation
twice on Zoom but never stayed on the call for
counseling. But this time, Jack told me that he had
believed in Jesus as his Savior! When I asked him if he
was a sinner, Jack thought carefully and replied, "Yeah,
I think I've sinned 24 times...maybe 26? A lot of times."
Explaining why Jesus died, he answered, "To save us
from our sin. If he saved Himself, He couldn't save us!"
He truly seemed to understand the Gospel he has been
hearing all year at Good News Club and to be ready to
put his trust in Christ. What an amazing blessing to pray
with this little boy as he began his new walk with Jesus!

Miss Charlotte sharing a
resurrection object lesson at the
Swallow Easter party on Tuesday
We have 5 more weeks of Good
News Club with the kids at Swallow,
but my focus is shifting more and
more to summer ministry these
days. The deadline for summer
missionary applications is just one
week from today and we will hold
our final recruitment event tonight.
The next two months will be filled
with much planning and preparation
as we look ahead to the 2 weeks of
training in June and 7 weeks of
Summer Good News Club ministry
in July and August!

In the coming weeks, please pray:
●
●
●
●

That Jack will be discipled and grow in his newfound faith.
That all of our Good News Clubs will finish the school year strong.
That many students will apply for Christian Youth in Action over the next week.
That God will guide our team as we continue to plan and prepare for summer ministry.

In Christ,
~Maribeth

